[Plasminogen activator of urokinase-type: mechanisms of involvement in vessel remodeling and angiogenesis, gene therapy approaches to ischemia].
The review summarizes data obtained by the authors and other laboratories concerning the role of urokinase plasminogen activator in vessel remodeling and angiogenesis. The data have shown that urokinase is involved in unfavorable vascular remodeling during the development of restenosis, atherosclerosis and also in the regulation of angiogenesis. Urokinase is a promising target for therapeutic interventions aimed at restenosis prevention. Urokinase gene therapy may be a perspective strategy for the treatment of tissue ischemia.